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Meat Inspection 


As members of the profession will know, the 
Minister of Agriculture and the Minister of Health 
have recently made the Authorised Officers (Meat 
Inspection) Regulations, 1960, to “ pave the way for 
the creation of a new type of meat inspector.” A 
Ministry press notice describes the arrangement as 
follows : — 

“ This is the outcome of discussions that have been 
going on for some time between the two Ministries 
and organisations representing local authorities, 
their professional officers, the meat trade and other 
interests, to consider ways of overcoming the 
obstacles in the way of full meat inspection. Hitherto 
the only local authority officers who could be 
empowered by law to examine meat and seize any 
that was considered unfit for human consumption 
were medical officers of health, veterinary surgeons 
in local government service and public health 
inspectors. In practice the task of inspecting meat 
fell mainly on the public health inspectors who have 
many other public health duties to perform, and 
since there are not sufficient of these to meet all 
demands, it was agreed that a new type of local 
government officer should be created for meat inspec- 
tion duties alone. The regulations will enable these 
officers, when they have passed a qualifying examina- 
tion, to be employed by local authorities and 
authorised to examine and seize meat.” 

We must be excused if we cavil at the use of the 
word “agreed.” It most emphatically was not 
agreed by our own Association; the decision was 
arrived at, in point of fact, against strong opposition 
from the B.V.A. In this connexion attention may 
be drawn to a passage in Mr. Hignett’s Presidential 
Address published in these columns last week, which 
read: ... we as an Association were most unhappy 
about the decision fo recommend that a new class 
of meat inspector should be appointed. For what 
Yey are worth we have been given certain assurances 
t.at this will be regarded merely as a stepping stone 
tv a much more satisfactory system of meat inspec- 
tion in which the veterinary surgeon should play a 
r ajor réle.” 

One would hope so, indeed! For longer than can 


easily be remembered the British Veterinary Associa- 
tion has pressed upon successive Governments the 
necessity for England and Wales (Scotland is a happy 
exception) to follow the practice of almost every 
other civilised nation and ensure that the services 
of the profession, as the only body of scientific 
experts in the ante- and post-mortem inspection of 
animals used for human food, be utilised in this 
important field of public health. We have done our 
utmost in season and out of season to convince 
those who are at present engaged in this work that 
there is no intention of pushing them aside or of 
trying to bring them under our authority. We ask 
only to be allowed to help; to give the public the 
benefits of our specialised knowledge. For the 
time being the creation of this new class of meat 
inspector is the Government’s only answer. 

Our President spoke of official “ assurances ” with 
some dubiety—and no wonder. We quote again 
from the press notice already referred to: - 

“The Ministers recognise that although the pro- 
vision of these new officers will be helpful in some 
areas, it will not of itself achieve full and complete 
meat inspection. They intend to continue their 
efforts to secure that as soon as possible all meat 
going for human consumption is inspected at the 
slaughterhouse; but their objectives do not end there. 
and they recognise the need for the standards of 
inspection to be raised and for the introduction at 
some future time (our italics) of regular inspection of 
animals before slaughter.” 

It is possible to find a crumb of comfort in these 
words, and something a little more sustaining than 
a crumb in what Mr. Hignett called “ the increasing 
tendency to employ | practising veterinary surgeons 
on a part-time basis.” It was to assist such members 
of our profession that the B.V.A. published, only 
a few weeks ago, its “ Guide to Meat Inspection.” 
But that phrase, so heavy with implications of official 
procrastination, “at some future time,” can hardly 
fill us with rosy optimism. As politicians themselves 
are reported to exclaim in the House when they 
have reason for impatience, disgust or chagrin, 
“oh, oh!” 
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Salaries in the Animal Health Division 


What is hoped, in the outcome, may prove a major 
advance in the position and prospects of veterinary 
surgeons in the Government service has begun. 
After long and strenuous efforts on the part of the 
Institution of Professional Civil Servants, veterinary 
grades are to be included in a Pay Research Unit 
Survey. 

The object of the survey is to compare, so far as 
is possible, pay and conditions in the service with 
those of veterinary duties outside it. This follows 
the doctrine of the Royal Commission on the Civil 
Service that civil servants’ salaries should be based 
on “fair comparisons.” The Pay Research Unit is 
only concerned to find out, and only report upon, 
the facts of the comparisons in so far as it can 
ascertain them—i.e. the facts about comparable 
work, remuneration and conditions of service. It 
will then be for the Ministry and the Institution of 
Professional Civil Servants to negotiate changes in 
veterinary grades’ salaries on the basis, primarily 
but not exclusively, of the P.R.U. report with the 
Institution having the resource of arbitration should 
that prove necessary. 

The status and remuneration of members of the 
Animal Health Division has given grave concern 
to the B.V.A. over many years; but repeated efforts 
to get the scales imposed in 1938 improved have been 
mainly unavailing. So strongly, indeed, did our 
Association feel, that at one period its Council 
declined to publish Ministry advertisements for vet- 
erinary staff in THE VETERINARY RECORD. As 
lately as this year an interim award was made— 
tardily, to say the least—pending the forthcoming 
enquiry; but for many years the salaries and incre- 
ments offered to veterinary civil servants have been 
scandalously parsimonious. 

Before the recent arbitration award the starting 
salary for the V.O.II and related grades was £795 
at the age of 23, rising by small annual increments 
to £1,120 at 32. After 7 years’ service, the recruit 
could expect promotion to the V.O.I grade with 
a starting salary of £1,280 rising by 7 annual incre- 
ments to £1,620. With such a scale it was no 
wonder that the Ministry was unable to get young 
recruits. In recent years candidates of more mature 
years have been recruited at a starting salary of 
£1,120 based on age 32 and above eventually rising 
to the maximum of V.O.I grade after a minimum 
of 12 years’ service. The recent arbitration award 
has resulted in an increase of approximately £80 at 
the start of the V.O.II grade gradually decreasing 
to £45 at the maximum of the V.O.1 grade. It is 
too early yet to say what effect this increase will 
have on recruiting, though it is hardly likely to 
accelerate it in any noteworthy degree. 

It is imperative to the future welfare of the Animal 
Health Division that the Ministry can bring the 
whole-time veterinary staff up to strength by attract- 
ing young recruits. In recent years a great strain 
has been put on the field staff, because the lack of 
recruits coincided with the tuberculosis eradication 
programme, and extensive outbreaks of foot-and- 





mouth disease and fowl pest which they have been 
fully extended to bring under control. 

However, there is, at last, a gleam of light on the 
horizon by reason of the new survey, which is to 
be divided into two parts, internal and external. 

For purposes of the internal survey the Pay 
Research Unit will study the work of the veterinary 
grades inside the service. The work of the entire 
veterinary structure is to be looked at, excluding 
only the 2 posts of C.V.O. and Director of the 
Laboratories and V.I. Service. The survey will be 
done in 2 parts and there will be 2 survey teams, 
one to each part. The field service forms one part 
of the survey, and the Laboratories and V.I. Service 
the other. The survey teams will work concurrently 
and an additional team may be available as the task 
may prove an onerous one. 

Obviously it would be an impracticable and 
unnecessary task for the survey teams to look at 
every post in the veterinary service, and it has there- 
fore been agreed between the Ministry, the Institution 
and the Pay Research Unit, that the teams look at 
the work done by the various grades in certain 
selected parts of the service, the work in these selected 
parts being accepted by both sides as representative 
of the whole. Thus the survey teams will examine 
the work done at the following places. 

(a) Field Service. Essex, Lancashire, Mont- 
gomery, Somerset and Lanarkshire divisions, in- 
cluding the Glasgow post in Lanarkshire (D.V.O., 
V.O.I and V.O.II posts). 

Eastern and Yorks. /Lancs. regional headquarters 
(R.V.O. and D.R.V.O. posts). 

Tolworth (D.C.V.O., R.V.O. and D.V.O. posts). 

(b) Laboratories and V.1. centres. Parasitology, 
Pathology and Biological Products and Standards 
Departments of Weybridge (S.R.O.I, S.R.O.II, 
R.O.I and R.O.II posts) and also the Deputy 
Director (Laboratories) post. 

Cambridge and Reading V.I. centres, and the 
S.V.I.O. and Deputy Director (V.L.S.) posts. 

A start has already been made. 

As to the external survey the relevant comparison 
for the field and veterinary investigation grades is 
to be that of private practice, though the Pay Re- 
search Unit will also go to local authorities and 
other outside bodies who employ veterinary surgeons, 
in connexion with seeking comparison for the field 
grades. 

For possible comparisons with the laboratory and 
V.I. grades the Unit will go to a university, a non- 
official research institution and to private firms. 

This is the first time that fair comparisons within 
the profession have been investigated in relation to 
veterinary staff salaries by an independent body, and 
the B.V.A. regard this as a most important and wel- 
come development. The question was discussed at 
a recent meeting of the Council, where the view was 
taken that since, broadly speaking, the Divisional 
Veterinary Officer grade can fairly be compared in 
relation to responsibilities carried with principals 

(Concluded at foot of adjoining column) 
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A New Antifungal Agent for Veterinary Use: the Borotannic Complex 


P. J. CAUTLEY 


Introduction 
YCOTIC infections of the skin are widespread 
in man, cattle, horses and small domestic ani- 
mals. The infection is readily transmissible 
among human subjects and animals, and from ani- 
mals to man. A wide variety of topical preparations 
is available for the treatment of these disorders and 
recently a systemic form of therapy has been evolved. 
The very fact that so many products exist indicates 
that the problem is both vast and unsolved. For this 
reason the new preparation is of interest and it merits 
clinical evaluation in the hope that an advance in 

therapy may be brought fo light. 

The preparation was used successfully in the treat- 
ment of mycotic infections of the nails and skin in 
man, and was brought to the author’s attention. The 
product, known as the borotannic complex,* has been 
modified for veterinary use and has recently been 
evaluated in the United States (Kral, 1960) and in 
Switzerland (Leeman, 1959) in the treatment of ring- 
worm infections in cats, dogs, cattle and horses with 
considerable success. The writer therefore agreed to 
undertake a clinical trial in a restricted number of 
cases of naturally occurring fungus infections in cats, 
dogs and horses. 

For a topical anti-mycotic agent to be effective and 
to lead to successful treatment it must possess several 
fundamental properties. It must be fungistatic and/ 
or fungicidal in vivo against a wide variety of fungus 
species. Of paramount importance must be its 
ability to penetrate to the site of the infection, deep 
in the epidermis and hair follicle. In addition, it 
must be devoid of toxicity, must neither irritate 
nor sensitise the skin, must provide continuous anti- 
mycotic activity and must be easy and convenient 
to apply. 

The borotannic complex has been used with excel- 
lent results in the U.K., the United States and on the 





* Wynlit Laboratories Limited, London, W.1. 
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in practice, it was essential that principals in practice 
are included in the Survey for any fair comparison 
to be arrived at, and it is hoped very much therefore 
that all practitioners visited will co-operate fully with 
the P.R.U. survey team. It should be remembered 
that the information given to the P.R.U. is kept com- 
pletely confidential to the Unit and before either the 
Ministry or the I.P.C.S. are given the final analysis 
it is dealt with by the Unit in such a way as to 
ensure that no knowledge is passed on at all about 
the identity of any organisation or firm which has 
supplied the Unit with information. 


Continent for the treatment of onychomycosis, chronic 
paronychia, dermatomycoses and otitis in man 
(Ignatofl & Bleiberg, 1958; Schnyder, 1959; Chapuis, 
1959; Albohn, 1959; Ortega, 1958; Eberhartinger & 
Granits, 1955; Walch, 1955; Suvarna, 1960). 

The preparation consists of a new antifungal agent, 
borotannic complex, in an organic solvent medium 
of ethyl acetate and alcohol. The borotannic com- 
plex has a unique mode of action, while the solvent 
vehicle acts as a strong skin penetrant and the solu- 
tion is supplied in a plastic spray bottle for con- 
venient application. 


The Borotannic Complex 

The borotannic complex, a molecular compound 
formed by the same mechanism as the complexes 
between boric acid and the polyhydroxy compounds, 
i.e. the glycero boric ester, was evaluated in vitro by 
Eberhartinger & Granits (1955) and Kral (1960). 
These investigators found the compound to be 
fungicidal to Microsporum canis, audouini, and 
egypseum; Trichopyton verrucosum, and mentagro- 
phytes; Candida albicans; Saccharomyces, Crypto- 
coccus, Trichosporon, Scopulariopsis and Fusarium 
at a concentration of 0.25 to 0.50 per cent. 

Studies carried out in guinea-pigs by Molomut 
(1957) showed that the compound is of very low 
toxicity. and conjunctival sac tests, also carried out 
in guinea-pigs, showed that the compound is non- 
sensitising and non-irritating. 

The mechanism of the action of the borotannic 
complex in vivo appears to be as follows: the com- 
pound is dissolved by skin moisture and, (a) produces 
an acidic environment of pH 2; (b) coagulates the 
proteins of the fungus (hyphae); and (c) “ tans” the 
skin. The “tanning” action leads to inhibition of 
moisture and a drying of the skin. At this stage, 
as the skin dries, the borotannic complex becomes 
temporarily inactive (it is only active in solution 
in an aqueous medium). As new moisture is formed 
some more of the complex is dissolved and the mode 
of action takes place once again. In effect, a con- 
tinuous cycle of antifungal activity is established. 
The formation of an intermittent rather than a con- 
tinuous acidic environment is responsible for the 
absence of skin irritation or sensitisation such as 
that reported by other workers. The compound is 
thus fungicidal and fungistatic, and one application 
provides continuous activity for about 12 hours. Two 
applications per day, morning and night, provide 
treatment for 24 hours. 


The Solvent Medium: Ethyl Acetate and Alcohol 

The organic solvents, ethyl acetate and alcohol, 
used as the penetrating vehicle for the borotannic 
complex, have a very low surface tension for the 
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keratin of the skin and are well-known fat (lipid) 
solvents. These two properties render the vehicle 
of particular value since skin penetration is undoubt- 
ably the sine qua non of antifungal therapy. 

Depth of penetration studies carried out by Brandt 
(1957) showed that this organic solvent will pene- 
trate not only the skin but also healthy and infected 
nails in man (onychomycosis), in a relatively short 
period of time. 

After the application of the solution, the solvents 
evaporate within a few minutes leaving a deposit 
of the borotannic complex, the active principle, 
deeply embedded in the skin. 


Mycotic Infections: Ringworm 
Ringworm infections in animals are of economic 
importance and form a major source of infection in 
man. Clinical diagnosis should, where possible, be 
confirmed by microscopic examination or culture. 
Ultra-violet light (Wood’s glass) is also of value, but 
not all species of fungi produce fluorescence. 


Cats and Dogs 

Ringworm in cats is often inconspicuous; there 
may only be mild scaling of the skin, some bare 
patches with broken hairs and occasionally inflamed 
areas with crust formation. The face, paws and 
whiskers are the main site of lesions. In severe cases 
lesions may be distributed over various parts of the 
body. In dogs the symptoms are more obvious and 
fairly large areas, up to an inch in diameter, may be 
apparent on any part of the body (Ainsworth & 
Austwick, 1959). Sometimes attention is focused on 
the mycotic infection of the cat by the transmission 
of infection to the pet owner or his family. This 
has sometimes been of sufficient importance to 
warrant the destruction of the animal. 

Microsporum canis is the most frequently encoun- 
tered plant pathogen but M. audouini, M. gypseum 
and 7. mentagrophytes have also been cultured. 
Sometimes the Jesions resolve of their own accord 
but more often than not the infection persists in 
cats for months or years, and in animals that are 
in poor condition the infection may become general- 
ised. Methods of treatment in the past have been 
poor and many pets have had to be destroyed for 
lack of an adequate mode of therapy. 


Horses 

Ringworm in the horse appears in the form of dry 
raised lesions on any part of the body, but particu- 
larly on the saddle and girth regions, and on the 
hind quarters. It is caused by various species of 
Trichophyton and Microsporum. The presence of 
a sheath of spores around each infected hair shows 
whether the infection is of the ectothrix type. 

Ringworm in horses is readily transmitted by the 
contact of healthy with infected animals in large 
stables. It is common among race-horses. The infec- 
tion persists for two or more months, and to date 
topical therapy has had little effect on the normal 
course of infection. Isolation of the infected animals 
is, however, essential if an epidemic is to be avoided. 


Materials and Methods 
The clinical trial with the borotannic complex was 
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carried out on cats, dogs and horses suffering from 
confirmed fungus infections. No experimentally 
induced ringworm cases were treated. 

In cats, the hair on and adjacent to the infected 
area was clipped off under general anaesthesia prior 
to commencing treatment. A good coating of the 
solution was applied twice daily until the lesions 
began to subside, and thereafter it was used once 
daily. 

In horses, two daily applications were applied 
continuously. 


Results 

A total of 14 cats, 10 dogs and 12 horses were 
treated with borotannic complex solution. The 
results are recorded in Tables I, II and III for cats, 
dogs and horses, respectively. The distribution of 
lesions, type of fungus infection (when fully identi- 
fied), and the duration of the treatment leading to 
a cure or major improvement are recorded. 

Cats 

Cases 2 to 10. All these cats belonged to the 
same owner and were all in contact with each other 
several weeks prior to treatment. Results for several 
weeks were not very satisfactory but this may have 
been due to the owner not complying with instruc- 
tions. Since separating and isolating the animals, 
cases 2, 3, 4, 7, 8, 9 and 10 have made a complete 
recovery. Cases 5 and 6 are still under treatment. 
Case 10 has since died from unknown causes. 

Case 14. This Chinchilla cat did not show any 
response until it was clipped all over. The owner 
contracted the infection but her lesions cleared up 
after 3 applications of the preparation. 

Case 13. This case also responded after clipping. 

Cures were confirmed by microscopic examination 
or and by examination with a Wood's 
ight. 








TABLE I 
Cats 
Distri- Treat- 
Case Type Sex Age bution Fungus ment 
1 Siamese F 3years H&N 3 weeks 
2 Siamese F 2years H&N 6 weeks 
3 Siamese F 3years §S 6 weeks 
4 Siamese F 3years §S 6 weeks 
5 Siamese F 6years H&S 16 weeks 
6 Siamese M 8years H&S 16 weeks 
7 Siamese M 10years GIN &L 6 weeks 
8 Siamese M 4months H,N &B 12 weeks 
kitten 
9 Siamese 
kitten M 4months H,N &B 12 weeks 
10 Siamese 
kitten F 4months HN &B 12 weeks 
11 M 6years H&N Ectothrix 10 days 
12 Burmese F 6years H,S&B_ Endothrix 3 weeks 
13. Persian F 4years H,B&L Unknown 8 weeks 
14. Chin- 
chilla F 3years H&N Unknown 3 weeks 








Total Number of Cases 14 Time : 
Cases cured... ae 12 (10 days to 12 weeks) 
Cases improved att 2 
Cases no change — 0 
Abreviations :— B=Body G=Girth H = Head 
L = Legs N = Neck S = Shoulder 
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Dogs 

Case 4. This case was complicated by secondary 
infection and treatment had to be continued for 12 
weeks before the animal recovered. 


Case 9. This case did not respond well to treat- 
ment probably due to secondary infection of the 
8-haemolytic type. The original areas of infection 
cleared but several break-downs occurred during the 
2 months of treatment. After 4 months the animal 
has still several patches which have failed to respond 
to treatment. 








TABLE Il 
Docs 
Distri- Treat- 
Case Type Sex Age bution Fungus ment 
1 Beagle F 8years H&N Ectothrix 4 weeks 
2 Beagle M 2years F&B Ectothrix 4 weeks 
3 Beagle F 2years H&FR_ Ectothrix 4weeks 
4 Labrador F 9 years G,N&L Unknown 12 weeks 
5 Labrador M 3years G,N&L Ectothrix 10days 
6 Hunt 
terrier F 4years FR&B_ Ectothrix 2weeks 
7 Hunt 
terrier M 1 year B&L Ectothrix 2 weeks 
8 Hunt 


Ectothrix 2 weeks 


terrier M_ 1 year S$&Q 
Endothrix 16 weeks 


9 Sealyham F 2years H 
10 Cairn 
terrier M 6years H&FR_ Unknown 10days 


Total Number of Cases ... 10 
Cases cured... - 9 
Cases improved eal 

Cases no change a 0 


Time : 
(10 days to 12 weeks) 








Abbreviations :— 
= Body 
H = Head 
N = Neck Q = Quarters S 


= Face FR = Front 
= Girth L = Leg 
= Shoulder 


an 


Horses 

Case 5. This case did not clear as rapidly as the 
others but the animal has now made a complete 
recovery. 


Conciusions 

The trial was carried out on a restricted number 
of confirmed fungus infections in cats, dogs and 
horses. The treatment led to a cure in a high per- 
centage of cases in a relatively short time. This was 
particularly marked in the group of horses that 
underwent treatment. 

These excellent results may well be due to the 
effect of the borotannic complex, but the writer 
believes that the penetration power of the organic 
solvent vehicle is even more important. No signs 
of toxicity, irritation or sensitisation were observed, 
and the preparation was very well tolerated in all 
cases. The results were certainly superior to the 
observations the writer has made in the past with 
other antimycotic agents that are usually in ointment 
or aqueous suspension form. 

The borotannic complex appears to be a consider- 
able advance in the treatment of fungus infections 
of the skin in cats, dogs and horses, and deserves 
further and more extensive investigation. 

Acknowledgments.—Messrs. Wynlit Laboratories 
Limited are thanked for their technical assistance in 
this trial. 
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TABLE Ill 
HORSES 
Distri-tt Treat- 
Case Type — Sex Age bution Fungus ment 
1 Polo 
Pony M 6years H,N&B Ectothrix 10 days 
2 Polo 
Pony F 8 years H&FR_ Ectothrix 10days 
3 Polo 
pony F 7years B Ectothrix 10 days 
4 Polo H, HL 
pony M __ 6 years & FL Ectothrix 10days 
5 Hunter F I12years S 90 days 
6 Hunter F 10years S&L 10 days 
7 Hunter M Il6years S 10 days 
8 Hunter M 6years H&L 10 days 
9 Pony F S years B&L Ectothrix 5 days 
10 Hack M 7years H 7 days 
11 Blood 
mare F 16years FR 7 days 
12 Blood 
mare F 18 years H&N 7 days 
Total Number of Cases 12 Time : 
Cases cured ‘ 12 (5 to 10 (90) days) 
Cases improved ie 
Cases no change _ 0 








Abbreviations :— 


B = Body FL Front leg FR Front 


H Head HL Hind leg L = Legs 
N Neck S = Shoulder 
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RESEARCH STUDY GROUP ON TOXIC 
CHEMICALS USED IN AGRICULTURE AND 
FOOD STORAGE 

The Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food. 
together with the Minister for Science, the Secretary 
of State for Scotland and the Minister of Health 
have appointed Professor R. E. Lane, C.B.E., M.B., 
B.S., M.D., F.R.C.P., M.R.C.P., and Mr. T. A. Oxley, 
B.SC., A.R.C.S., to succeed Dr. Hunter and Dr. Galley 
who have had to resign from the Group. 

Professor Lane is Nuffield Professor of Occupa- 
tional Health at Manchester University and Mr. 
Oxley is an Assistant Director (Advisory) of the 
Tropical Products Institute. 
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The Annual General Meeting of the B.V.A. 


The 78th Annual General Meeting was held in 
the Bute Hall, The University, Glasgow, at 11.45 
a.m., Monday, August 29th, 1960. The President, 
Mr. S. L. Hignett, was in the Chair. 

The General Secretary (Mr. F. Knight) read the 
notice convening the Meeting. 

The President then delivered the Presidential 
Address. (This was published verbatim in THE VET- 
ERINARY RECORD on September 3rd, 1960.) 

Mr. H. F. Hebeler (Senior Vice-President), on 
behalf of the meeting, thanked the President for his 
Address, which had been so clear and concise, and 
which had evinced so much thought for the future 
well-being of the Association. 

The President’s modesty was well known, but his 
Officers would dispute the statement that the year 
had not been an outstanding one. Many old friend- 
ships had been cemented, many new ones had been 
made, and much quiet work on behalf of the Associa- 
tion and the profession had been done by the Presi- 
dent, whose leadership had brought a new field in 
view in certain ways for the Association. Thanks 
were due to the President for that leadership and 
for the Address. (Applause.) 


Meeting Places for 1960 and 1961 

The President announced that the Annual Meeting 
and Congress for 1961 would be held in Oxford. 
He reported that it was the unanimous recommenda- 
tion of the Council that the 1962 Congress be held 
in Scarborough. He therefore proposed that the 
1962 Congress be held in Scarborough. 

Mr. W. W. Wilson, seconding the proposal, as 
President of the Yorkshire Veterinary Society, said 
that Scarborough had all the facilities for such an 
occasion. The Yorkshire Veterinary Society would 
have much pleasure in acting as hosts on that occa- 
sion, and, despite what the President had said earlier, 
about hospitality, would be delighted to dispense 
the customary hospitality to those attending. 

The proposal was unanimously agreed to. 


Election of President for 1960/61 

The President said that the unanimous recom- 
mendation of Council was that Mr. Sidney Jennings 
should be President for 1960/61. (Applause.) There 
could be very few members of the profession who 
were better known within its ranks. After a most 
successful period in general practice, he forsook that 
branch of the profession in 1945 for the academic 
field. Since that time, he had proved himself to be 
a most able and popular teacher and was now a 
much beloved member of the staff of the Glasgow 
Veterinary School. 

Throughout his career, Sidney Jennings had been 
a keen supporter of the National Veterinary Medical 
Association, later the British Veterinary Association. 
He had, in fact, been a member of Council almost 
continuously since 1940. 

He and Mrs. Jennings had regularly attended the 
Congresses during the past 25 years. He (the Presi- 
dent) knew that members would agree that in Mr. 


Sidney Jennings they would have an outstanding 
President, one in whose hands the success of the 
Association could be assured. 

Mr. Hignett proposed that Mr. Sidney Jennings 
be elected President for 1960/61. 

Professor W. L. Weipers, seconding the motion. 
said that it was very appropriate that he should do 
so because he could claim to have known Mr. 
Jennings for even a longer period than from the 
time he had gone into practice. It gave him very 
great pleasure to support the proposal. 

Mr. Jennings had taken a great interest in both 
practice and the academic field; he had, in fact, 
combined the best of both the art and the science 
of veterinary medicine and surgery. If anyone had 
any doubt about that, they could attend the television 
programme the following afternoon and they would 
see that even the art was artistic. He was sure that 
Mr. Jennings, apart from academic qualifications. 
had shown all the other aspects. He had graduated 
through the stages of service, through local Divisions 
in England, in Edinburgh, and, going up the scale. 
in Glasgow, finally to go to London, and he would 
be a very useful and able leader. He would be 
missed, in the School, and all they could do was 
to try to reciprocate the great assistance he had given 
to almost every member of the staff. 

The President then put the motion to the meeting 
and it was carried unanimously, amid acclamation. 

Mr. Jennings thanked members for electing him 
as President and for confirming their intentions of 
last year. He was glad they had not changed their 
minds. He had never assumed that Junior Vice- 
Presidency would necessarily lead to Presidency. 
He would do his best to serve the Association. 


Presentation of the Dalrymple-Champneys Cup and 
Medal for 1960 

The President said that unfortunately Sir Weldon 
Dalrymple-Champneys was unable to be present that 
day and he had sent his apologies. 

As members were aware, the Dalrymple-Champ- 
neys Cup and Medal Selection Committee had 
decided unanimously that the recipient this year 
should be Dr. A. W. Stableforth, Director of the 
Central Veterinary Laboratory at Weybridge. 

There was no need for members to be reminded 
of Dr. Stableforth’s achievements; these were already 
well known. Son of a veterinary surgeon, he was 
born in Devon in 1902. At the Royal Veterinary 
College, he had been a brilliant student and passed 
the final professional examination some considerable 
time before his 21st birthday. He joined the staff 
of the Research Institute in Animal Pathology in 
Camden Town and did pioneer work on the problems 
of bovine mastitis and brucellosis. Later, he became 
head of the Division of Preventive Medicine at the 
Royal Veterinary College, where he continued his 
studies on those problems and demonstrated that 
contagious abortion could be eradicated from herds 
by a policy of regular blood testing and elimination 
of reactors. 
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During that period, he hai undertaken a number 
of field observations. The President, as a member 
of Dr. Stableforth’s staff at that time, was always 
impressed by the importance Dr. Stableforth attached 
to the views of the practising veterinary surgeon. 
He would never dismiss a suggestion concerning a 
disease problem without first giving it very careful 
consideration. He used to say that the clinician was 
the man on the spot and that he had something 
material to contribute to knowledge of animal 
disease problems. 

Late in 1939, Dr. Stableforth was appointed head 
of the Department of Bacteriology at Weybridge, 
where he had done much work on contagious abor- 
tion and played a major rdéle in the introduction of 
the Strain 19 vaccine. He became Deputy Director 
of the Laboratories in 1948 and Director in 1950, 
when he also assumed responsibility for the Veter- 
inary Investigation Service of the Ministry of Agri- 
culture. That Service he had made the very life- 
blood of the profession. 

Throughout all that time, he had constantly 
pressed for international standards for biological 
products, and progress in that field had, to a large 
extent, been based on his own experimental observa- 
tions. In addition, he had played a prominent part 
in various activities connected with the Food and 
Agricultural Organisation of the United Nations, 
the World Health Organisation and the Agricultural 
Research Council. 

The President, in presenting the Cup and Medal 
to Dr. Stableforth, amid loud applause, went on: - 

“It gives me unbounded pleasure to implement 
the unanimous decision of the Dalrymple-Champneys 
Cup and Medal Selection Committee. In honouring 
you, We honour ourselves and, owing you so much, 
| personally take a special pride in that. You it 
was who first set my foot on the path of a research 
worker, and I will ever be grateful for the excellent 
start you gave me. You have endeared yourself to 
members of this Association. In spite of attaining 
high office and of the great demands made on your 
time, you have continued to give your support, and 
never have we turned to you for help without know- 
ing that it would be promptly forthcoming.” 

Dr. A. W. Stableforth said that the President had 
really overwhelmed him by the things he had said. 
There was no time when a man could be happier 
or prouder than at such a moment when his col- 
leagues felt he had done a reasonably good job. 
From the bottom of his heart, he thanked the Presi- 
dent for the things he had said and the members 
for the way they had received them. 

He had been told that this was an individual award 
but he had been in research so long that he realised 
as much as anyone how much he owed to his col- 
leagues, in Weybridge in these days, and in other 
places earlier in his career. 

Dr. Stableforth continued by saying that the award 
had been made to him, in the citation, for research, 
administration and biological products, a trio he 
had never thought would go together. 

Research was his life; he hoped that, some day, 
someone would let him go back to it. He was glad 
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biological products were mentioned because it 
seemed to him that it was necessary and valuable 
to have one language in which everyone could agree. 
One had an international unit which was quite 
unchangeable, and if one talked of minimum require- 
ments of a vaccine or serum, one did it in those 
terms and they were understood throughout the 
world. That was something worth doing; it made 
things simpler. 

He did not know what to say about administration; 
it surprised him that it came into the award at all. 
He had never connected administration and awards. 
He often thought that one of the best definitions 
of administration ever heard was that it was the art 
of drawing reasonably satisfactory conclusions from 
rather unsatisfactory premises. When he had been 
working in his garden the day before, which he 
loved, it had struck him that it was a bit like tending 
a garden. What mattered was the soil, the seed, the 
muck, the fertiliser put into it. All one could do 
was tend it and help. One could transplant a tree 
carefully; occasionally one had to lop off a branch 
because it was getting too greedy of the garden; 
one just helped it grow and tended it. 

He was deeply grateful for what the President 
had said to the meeting, and for the award. 


Harry Steele-Bodger Memorial Travelling Scholarship 

The President announced that the Harry Steele- 
Bodger Memorial Travelling Scholarship for 1960 
had been awarded jointly to Mr. P. R. Greenough 
of Castle Carey and to Mr. P. J. Dalton of Salisbury. 

The President then closed the public proceedings 
of the Annual General Meeting. 

(After an adjournment for ten minutes, the Annual 
General Meeting was resumed in private session for 
members only.) 


Annual Report and Balance Sheet 

The President said that the Annual Report and 
Balance Sheet had been approved by Council for 
presentation to the Annual General Meeting, and he 
called on the General Secretary to read the Auditor’s 
Report. 

Mr. A. J. Wright proposed, and Mr. J. M. Ingram 
seconded, that the Report be received. The motion 
was carried. 

The Hon. Treasurer (Dr. E. Cotchin) said that 
this was the last time he would have the opportunity 
of speaking as Honorary Treasurer, so he would like 
to use one sentence “which sounds like music in 
my ears and will probably sound. like music in your 
years—the Society continues to live within its income 
and continues to add to its reserves.” (Applause.) 

Mr. E. R. Callender proposed, and Mr. J. B. 
White seconded, that the Annual Report and Balance 
Sheet be adopted. The Motion was carried unani- 
mously. 


Election of two Vice-Presidents 
The President said that under the Articles of 
Association, there was no alternative but that he 
himself be accepted as Senior Vice-President for the 
year 1960/61. (Applause.) 
He then announced that it was the unanimous wish 
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of Council that Mr. A. G. Beynon should be elected 
Junior Vice-President and President-Elect. In spite 
of holding high office in the Animal Health Division 
of the Ministry of Agriculture, Mr. Beynon had con- 
tinued to support the Association in Committee and 
Council, and wherever he had been stationed. 
Throughout his career, he had most certainly 
enhanced the reputation of the veterinary profession. 
His relationships with practising veterinary surgeons 
had always been of the happiest. 

There was a strong conviction that the honour 
that the Council wished to confer on Mr. Beynon 
was one which was long overdue. The President 
proposed that Mr. A. G. Beynon be elected Junior 
Vice-President and President-Elect for the year 
1960/61. (Applause.) 

Mr. W. Tweed, seconding, said that he had great 
pleasure in supporting the nomination. As a col- 
league of Mr. Beynon in the Ministry, he assured 
members that all the staff of the Ministry were 
unanimously in support of the nomination. He also 
supported the President’s statement that Mr. Bey- 
non’s relationships with other members of the pro- 
fession were of the very best. It was a signal 
honour to see a Welshman being nominated because 
he was sure that the loyal section of members from 
Wales would appreciate it intensely. 

The Motion was put to the meeting and carried 
unanimously. 

Mr. A. G. Beynon expressed his thanks for the 
honour which was being done to him, for which he 
felt a litthe inadequate. He assured members that 
he would do everything possible to maintain the 
high standards that the Association had had in its 
Vice-Presidents and Presidents over the years. 


Election of Honorary Treasurer 


The President said that the Officers were very 
sad and nonplussed when Dr. Cotchin intimated 
his intention of retiring at the present Annual General 
Meeting. His views had, of course, been respected 
and his decision accepted with great reluctance. 

He knew that members would wish to place on 
record their great indebtedness to Dr. Cotchin for 
the masterly way he had looked after the Associa- 
tion’s purse strings. The Association’s finances had 
indeed been in good hands during his tenure of the 
office of Honorary Treasurer. It was hoped that Dr. 
Cotchin, in the not too distant future, would again 
be one of the Officers of the Association. 

As members could imagine, the Association was 
placed in a very difficult position trying to find a 
worthy successor. Eventually, it had been decided 
that Mr. Hebeler was the man for the job, a view 
endorsed by the General Purposes and Finance Com- 
mittee and by Council. Mr. Hebeler had had long 
experience as an Officer of the Association and 
was one of the very few people who understood 
thoroughly the Association’s finances. Equally 
important was the fact that he enjoyed the complete 
— not only of Council but of the rank and 

e. 

The President proposed that Mr. Hebeler be 
elected Honorary Treasurer. 


Mr. K. P. Anderson, seconding, said that Mr. 
Hebeler’s qualities were far too well known to the 
profession to make it necessary for these to be 
repeated. His meticulous attention to detail and 
his ability to make sense out of a mass of facts and 
figures, and not only make sense out of them but 
make other people make sense out of them, would 
ensure that the finances of the profession, under 
his guidance, would be in excellent hands. 

The motion was put to the meeting and carried 
unanimously. 

Mr. H. F. Hebeler thanked the President and Mr. 
Anderson for the kind things they had said. He 
had been somewhat apprehensive of taking further 
office in the Association, but the President, as mem- 
bers probably knew, was an extremely strong man, 
and his own feelings about taking office, at any rate 
for a short time, were made much happier by what 
Dr. Cotchin had just said about the state of the 
accounts. As he and Dr. Cotchin had come into 
harness three years ago, together, he would like to 
add his tribute. Dr. Cotchin was a colleague with 
whom it had been the greatest pleasure to work, 
and he had enjoyed the three years he had had with 
him. He wished Dr. Cotchin could have carried it 
on for a great deal longer, for many reasons. 


Election of Hon. Secretary 


The President proposed that Mr. T. C. Denholm 
should again be Honorary Secretary. This was the 
unanimous wish of Council. During the past twelve 
months, Mr. Denholm had been a tower of strength 
on whom he himself had leant heavily. It had been 
a joy to realise that one never appealed for help 
from Tom Denholm without there being an imme- 
diate and valuable response. 

Mr. M. M. Black seconded and the motion was 
carried unanimously. 


Election of General Secretary 


The President proposed, on the unanimous recom- 
mendation of Council, that Mr. J. A. Anderson, 
M.R.C.V.S., be elected as General Secretary of the 
Association for the ensuing year. 

Dr. W. R. Wooldridge, seconding, said that he 
had had the advantage of working closely with Mr. 
Anderson during the last year and would fully 
endorse everything that had been said earlier. 

The motion was carried unanimously. 


Election of Auditors 


On the motion of the President, seconded by Mr. 
J. B. White, Messrs. Fairbairn, Wingfield and Wykes 
were re-elected as Auditors of the Association. 


Affiliation of Nyasaland Veterinary Association 


The President, on the recommendation of Council, 
proposed that the Nyasaland Veterinary Association 
be granted affiliation under Article 23 of the British 
Veterinary Association Memorandum and Articles 
of Association. 

Mr. H. F. Hebeler seconded the motion and it 
was carried unanimously. 




















THE VETERINARY RECORD 


Election of Mr. Frederick Knight to Honorary 
Membership ‘of the Association 

The President said that it gave him great pleasure 
to propose that Mr. Frederick Knight be elected 
an Honorary Member of the Association. Mr. 
Knight would retire in two months’ time, after 
serving the Association faithfully for 35 years. 
(A pplause.) 

During that time, the membership of the Associa- 
tion had trebled, a truly phenomenal achievement. 
With the increase in membership, there had been 
an enormous expansion in the Association’s activities. 
From an office staff of three, Mr. Knight now had 
at Mansfield Street an administrative and editorial 
staff of fifteen. 

Fred Knight had indeed been a loyal and valued 
servant of the veterinary profession. Its interests 
had been his interests. Year in, year out, he had 
worked long hours, always being at his office desk 
at eight o’clock in the morning. To the end, the 
mail was always opened by the time the rest of the 
staff arrived. 

“As you know,” continued the President, “ it is 
not often that we make the award of Honorary Mem- 
bership but when we do, it is to friends we wish to 
honour.” (Applause.) 

Dr. R. F. Montgomerie said that, apart from 
seconding the proposal from a personal point of 
view, he almost represented a generation of Presi- 
dents, although, looking round the room, he was 
delighted to see the support that the Association 
had from other past-Presidents. There were two at 
least who were senior to himself. 

It was only those who had passed through the 
Presidential Chair who had had a full opportunity 
to realise what Mr. Knight had done over those 35 
years, for the Association. His ability to attend 
to detail, and to see that things were presented to 
the various meetings, from committees to Annual 
General Meetings, in a form which was easy for the 
dullest to follow, was a great gift. Mr. Knight had 
supported Presidents of all sorts, sizes and descrip- 
tions, but to each of them he had given the same 
entirely loyal and devoted service. 

In those circumstances, it was very fit and just 
that the proposition should be made that the Asso- 
ciation should do that honour to Mr. Knight. 

The motion was put to the meeting and carried 
unanimously, with acclamation. 

The President, presenting the Certificate of 
Honorary Membership to Mr. Knight, said: “In 
asking you to accept Honorary Membership of the 
British Veterinary Association, we welcome you to 
our ranks. In so doing, we have the full backing 
of Council and of all veterinary surgeons. Will 
you therefore please receive this Certificate of Mem- 
bership with our compliments and thanks.” 

Mr..F. Knight said that he was deeply conscious 
that to be made an Honorary Member of the 
Association was a very high honour. He was most 
grateful to the Council and to the Annual Meeting 
for recognising his services to the Association in that 
generous way. He much appreciated the remarks 
made by Dr. Montgomerie and the President in 
supporting the Council’s recommendation. 
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It had been said that he had been 35 years with 
the Association, but it might not be widely known 
that, before that, he was assistant to the late Dr. 
Bullock at the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 
During the years spent at the Royal College under 
Dr. Bullock, he had received an excellent training 
which had certainly fitted him very well when he 
took up duty with the B.V.A. or, as it was then, the 
N.V.M.A. That training had also held him in very 
good stead over the years, when he had had to cope 
with the increasing amount of work resulting from 
the Association’s increased membership, and the 
considerable development in the scope of its 
activities. 

As a layman, he had naturally been handicapped 
on many occasions, but successive Officers and Chair- 
man of Committees had always been most under- 
standing; their help and advice had always been 
readily forthcoming when difficult questions had 
arisen. 

He added an expression of thanks to the staff at 
headquarters, both past and present, for their 
excellent work and cheerful assistance at all times. 

Although in retrospect the 35 years had passed 
all too quickly, he had certainly been very happy 
indeed working for the Association and hoped that 
he had been of some help to the profession. He 
hoped that, as an Honorary Member, there might 
be opportunities for him to be of still further service 
in the future. 

As there was no other business, the President 
adjourned the meeting to Saturday, September 3rd. 





Dr. A. W. Stableforth receiving the Dalrymple-Champneys 
Cup and Medal from the President. 


(The report of the adjourned Annual General Meeting will 
appear in next week's issue of THE VETERINARY RECORD.) 
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The Annual Banquet 


HE annual banquet was held on August 30th, 

at the Central Hotel, Glasgow, with the President 

in the chair. Some three hundred delegates, their 
wives and guests sat down to dine, and the occasion 
was voted one of the most successful of its kind. 
A pleasant beginning to this “Scottish evening” 
was the piping in of the President and his principal 
guests. 

After the loyal toast had been honoured, the 
President read the message that had been sent by him, 
on behalf of the Association, to the Queen, and the 
reply. These were as follows: 


HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN 
Balmoral Castle, Scotland 


The President, Council and Members of the British 
Veterinary Association assembled at the inaugural 
meeting of their 78th Annual Congress, being held 
at the University of Glasgow send to your Majesty, 
as their Patron, loyal greetings and their humble 
duty. 

Hignett (President). 


The Chairman, 
B.V.A. Congress, 
University of Glasgow. 

Please convey to the President, Council and Mem- 
bers of the British Veterinary Association assembled 
at their 78th Annual Congress the sincere thanks of 
the Queen for their kind and loyal message which 
Her Majesty as Patron greatly appreciates. 

Private Secretary. 


Mr. A. Thomson, chairman of the Congress Pro- 
visional Committee, in proposing the toast of “ The 
City and University of Glasgow,” said he found it 
difficult adequately to propose the toast of a City 
whose history went back to the first century and a 
University which had recently celebrated its quin- 
centenary. It always gave him a feeling of nostalgia 
to enter the City from the North West; there one 
saw, first of all, the vast building of the Royal 
Infirmary, one of the largest in the United Kingdom, 
which for veterinary surgeons and for all medical 
people must be a place of pilgrimage where Lister 
made his epoch-making discovery of antiseptic 
surgery. 

It might be of interest to his listeners to know 
that Glasgow was once a cotton town: a very famous 
cotton town vying with Lancashire in providing the 
western world with the many fine linen cambrics 
that were made. Many of the old cotton mills could 
still be seen. There was a diversity of trades in 
Glasgow for which it might be difficult to find a 
parallel, except perhaps Birmingham. 

In former days the University was in the High 


Street and was an integral part of the City. It was 
necessary for printing to be provided for the pro- 
fessors of that day, and, as a result, there existed a 
number of good printing and publishing houses, and 
the University itself had of course the University 
Press. 

The University was now slightly remote from the 
City and one hardly thought of Glasgow as a uni- 
versity town in the way one thought of Oxford or 
Cambridge. But the University was, of course, a 
very ancient one and there were some very famous 
names on its roll of honour: Adam Smith, the great 
economist, Lord Kelvin, and James Watt, who was 
perhaps responsible for the industrial revolution and 
who, in his day, was no doubt looked on with some 
suspicion by veterinary surgeons who saw in the 
steam engine a competitor with horse transport. 

Other names came to mind which might not be 
so well known, such as that of Clark Maxwell, a 
lecturer in the University, who, long before Marconi, 
developed and proved the possibility of wireless 
telegraphy; and that of Percy Pilcher, another lecturer 
in the University, who, but for an unfortunate acci- 
dent in Lanark, might have been two or three years 
ahead of the Wright brothers in flying a heavier-than- 
air machine. 

The University had added considerably to its 
size over the years and in the immediate past had 
added the Veterinary School as a rather virile part 
of the University body. Members of the School 
had contributed much to university life; they had 
taken its activities in their stride, and the research 
team had added to the University’s illustrious past 
(A pplause.) 

Bailie William Brown, Senior Magistrate of the 
City of Glasogw, in responding, said : — 

“Tam sure, Mr. President, that your year of office 
has been quite onerous as all jobs of such distinction 
are, and I am delighted that you have had the health 
to complete it. I hope that to-morrow my prayer 
for fine weather will operate again for your sail 
down the Clyde. Good luck to you, your Congress 
and your profession. May I say that your profes- 
sion is, perhaps, a profession that is only in its 
infancy, because in the forcing of food production 
and the forcing of the breeding of cattle there may 
be many factors about which you do not know. 
Good luck, good health, and good weather to your 
Congress whilst you are in Scotland.” 

Sir Hector Hetherington, Principal of the Univer- 
sity of Glasgow, also responding to the toast said 
“T am grateful for the opportunity of being asso- 
ciated with Bailie Brown in thanking, first of all. 
Mr. Thomson for his felicitous proposal of this 
toast of the City and the University, which has the 
happiness of receiving this great Congress, and you. 
ladies and gentlemen, for the kindness with which 
you have accepted the toast. 

“Mr. Thomson said that the University has had 
a long and famous history, and that indeed is true. 
He mentioned Lord Lister. It is just exactly 100 
years ago, in 1860, that Lord Lister was elected to 
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the Chair of Surgery in Glasgow and began here the 
ten years which he always described as the most 
fruitful, scientifically, of his whole life. 

“In an earlier incarnation, as some of you know, 
I had a little to do with an older veterinary school. 
I found it of great interest and I am delighted to 
know, as I have learnt from many sources, of the 
great developments that have taken place there and 
of the splendid progress that is being made. 
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tunity of paying a public tribute, on behalf of the 
Secretary of State for Scotland and myself, to the 
very great contribution that the veterinary profession 
has made and, I am confident, will continue to make 
towards the nation’s health and economic welfare. 
It is an especial pleasure to be able to propose this 
toast in this great City of Glasgow where the founda- 
tions of so many veterinary careers have been well 
and truly laid and where not a few of the great 





Mr. Gilmour Leburn, T.D., M.P., proposing the toast of The British Veterinary Association at the Annual Banquet. The 
President is on his right and Mrs. Hignett on his left. Nearer the camera are Mr. D. F. Oliver, past hon. secretary of 
the B.V.A., and Mrs. Oliver. 


“The School of human medicine and the School 
of veterinary medicine have worked together in very 
close co-operation and in admirable relations with 
one another and with the general scientific work of 
the University, and each of them is stronger for the 
presence of the other. We here certainly feel—and 
[ think from what you have seen you will feel—that 
Professor Weipers and his colleagues have done a 
quite wonderful job. It has been to all my colleagues 
in the Veterinary School a very great encouragement 
and a very great satisfaction that this Congress has 
met in Glasgow. You are gathered here representing 
a great and important profession. We are very glad 
you are here. We are also glad and a little proud 
that at your next Congress you will not be unaware 
of Glasgow because of your new President” 
(A pplause.) 

The British Veterinary Association 

Mr. Gilmour Leburn, T.D., M.P., Parliamentary 
Under-Secretary of State, Scottish Office, in propos- 
ing this toast, said: “It is indeed a great privilege 
and a very real pleasure for me to have this oppor- 





forward steps in veterinary science have been 
initiated. 

“ If we are to follow the popular course nowadays 
of taking a Gallup poll on your most outstanding 
success, I have ne doubt whatever that the vote, 
both from farmers and from the general public, 
would be overwhelmingly in favour of TB eradica- 
tion. I am convinced that it will go down in your 
records and in the country’s records as one of your 
very greatest contributions to the nation’s welfare, 
not merely because of the benefit it represents in 
terms of more efficient and more economic produc- 
tion but as a real step forward in civilised living. 
Successive Governments have provided the money 
to finance the campaign, but I think it is widely 
recognised by all who have taken an interest in the 
matter that the goal has been achieved only with the 
greatest co-operation from all members of your 
profession. I include in that statement both those 
within the Government’s service and those who have 
worked as local veterinary inspectors outside it. 

“In these days of rapid and frequent transport 
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between countries there is need for constant vigilance 
to see tnat old enemies do not succeed in regaining 
a foothold here and that new ones are not allowed 
to settle among us. Apart from such sporadic 
visitors as foot-and-mouth disease and anthrax, we 
shall have to see that the successes of the IB eradica- 
tion campaign are not filched from us. 

“'Pnere are also the problems raised by such 
diseases as brucellosis, swine fever and fowl pest, 
which are a steady drain on the country’s economy. 
These questions are under active consideration both 
by the Government and by your profession. ‘As 
some of you will know, a committee has recent’ cen 
set up by the Secretary of State for Scotlan’ ud the 
Minister of Agriculture to go into the question of 
fowl pest, and we have been fortunate in securing 
the agreement of one of your colleagues, Professor 
Robertson, to serve on that committee. 

“If we are to succeed in raising permanently the 
standard of well-being of our own nation, and in 
helping those who are less fortunate to raise theirs, 
greater calls yet will be made on your skill and 
knowledge, whether in the ever-widening field of 
research or in the more workaday application of the 
results of that research. Your Association’s efforts 
in congresses such as this, in your admirable weekly 
and quarterly publications, and in your fostering 
of regular contacts with Government Departments 
and with those professional and other organisations 
concerned with livestock production and welfare, 
are unmistakable signs of your lively and energetic 
interest in these questions and your readiness to 
co-operate in finding answers to them. 

“1 suppose that, as one who has a special respon- 
sibility towards Scottish agriculture, | have concen- 
trated my remarks on what I believe is called the 
large-animal practice. I hope that this will not be 
interpreted as ignorance of, or failure to recognise, 
the very valuable work which is done by many of 
your members in urban practice; I realise the very 
valuable work which is done by that side of your 
profession. 

“In conclusion, may I say this. From many, more 
competent and expert than myself, you will have 
been told and will be told many times in the future, 
and rightly, of the importance of the work done by 
those engaged in research. This work is vital and 
we remember with gratitude the tremendous con- 
tribution already made by these members of your 
profession. But, with all due respect to them, I 
would like to-night rather to remember those 
hundreds—nay, thousands—of your members who 
are doing the ordinary daily task up and down the 
country at all seasons of the year, at all times of 
the day and night.” (Applause.) 


The President’s Reply 

The President, in responding, said: ‘“ When last 
we had our Congress in Glasgow the Animal Health 
Division had recently emerged from the Animal 
Diseases Division of the old Board of Agriculture; 
and the President at that time said that the civil 
service rules precluded the possibility of a veter- 
inary surgeon employed by the Ministry of Agri- 
culture, or Department of Agriculture, if it was in 


Scotland, from playing that part in the affairs of the 
Association which we would wish and, he imagined, 
they would wish. How very different is the position 
to-day! During recent years we have had two out- 
standing Presidents from the ranks of the Animal 
Health Division, and only yesterday Mr. A. G. 
Beynon, who is about to become a Deputy Chief 
Veterinary Officer of the Ministry of Agriculture, 
became our President-elect. 

“I cannot lose this opportunity of paying tribute 
to our Provisional Committee. It has been preparing 
for this Congress since last November, arranging 
the scientific sessions, the scientific demonstrations 
and the trade exhibition and the social functions; and 
I would single out the Chairman of that Committee, 
Mr. Alex Thomson, and the Secretary, Mr. Campbell, 
both of whom have lost a great deal of sleep, 1 am 
sure, during the last nine or ten months. When pre- 
parations were being made for the 1938 Congress 
the same Alex Thomson was secretary of the Pro- 
visional Committee. Afterwards he became President 
of this Association. 

“I suppose that one of the major changes in the 
veterinary field in general since our last visit to 
Glasgow is the move away from the * animal doctor’ 
approach to disease in the individual animal to an 
approach of the problem as it affects the flock or 
herd, when the veterinarian practises preventive 
medicine within the widest meaning of the term. 
This, of course, has enabled us to increase very 
materially our contribution to the economic welfare 
of the agricultural industry and the country as a 
whole. Mr. Leburn has referred to the way in 
which we have almost entirely got rid of tuberculosis 
in our cattle since 1938. There are other achieve- 
ments which we could claim. Many other scourges 
have been eradicated from our animal population. 

“ At that time a small band of workers at Cam- 
bridge were experimenting with artificial insemina- 
tion in cattle. They were regarded as day-dreamers, 
somewhat to be pitied, by agriculturalists as a whole. 
But, thanks to the efforts of the various milk market- 
ing boards and of the independent centres, practically 
the whole of the United Kingdom is now covered 
by a most efficient cattle artificial insemination ser- 
vice; and we as an Association would wish to pay 
tribute to those of our members who have played 
a major réle in this development, and we would 
especially single out Mr. Archie Campbell, Chief 
Veterinary Officer of the Scottish Milk Marketing 
Board, for all he has done to further this particular 
project in Scotland. We are indeed proud of his 
achievements. 

““Much has been achieved; a great Jjeal more 
remains to be done. And this is a challenge to the 
veterinary profession, which alone, by background, 
training and experience is competent to deal with 
animal-disease problems and _ their control. 
(A pplause.) 

The Guests 

Mr. Sydney Jennings, President-elect, in proposing 
this toast, said: “Our friends are here and we are 
very glad to have them with us. Mr. Burden, Mem- 
ber of Parliament and Chairman of the Parliamentary 
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Animal Welfare Group, is among them. When there 
was controversy about the intensive rearing of calves, 
Mr. Burden thought he would go to Holland to see 
for himself the methods that were used there. He 
went with Mr. Hignett, and the report they gave 
when they returned was printed in THE VETERINARY 
ReEcorD of last week. It has done a great deal of 
good to clear up misunderstandings and praise is 
due to Mr. Burden for his foresight in doing this 
work. 

“We have with us representatives of the Ministry 
of Agriculture, in particular Mr. Beynon and Dr. 
Stableforth whom we were glad to honour yesterday. 
Mr. Marshall of the Colonial Office is here; and we 
are glad to welcome, too, Dr. Jacobs, President of 
the Faculty of Physicians and Surgeons in Glasgow, 
and Dr. Ross of the Ministry of Health. So to-night 
we have represented here the political world, the 
medical world and, of course, the veterinary world. 
Sir James Douglas is representing the Scottish Milk 
Marketing Board and we feel we have much in 
common with him. We welcome Mr. Salter-Chalker 
and Sir Archibald Nye who is Chairman of the Pig 
Industries Development Authority. 

“There are present representatives of many 
countries overseas and in the Commonwealth. I will 
not mention them all by name and I know they will 
forgive me if I mention just one, Mr. G. A. Oduro, 
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wno is the first representative here of Ghana since 
that country’s independence.” (Applause.) 

Mr. F. F. A. Burden, M.P., Chairman of the Par- 
liamentary Animal Welfare Group, House of Com- 
mons, in responding, said: “I am indeed proud to 
be here to-night, though realising that the honour 
is not to me but to the Animal Welfare Group in 
the House. My close association with the veterinary 
profession came about as a result of my visit to 
Holland with your President, Mr. Hignett; and may 
I say that I have seldom spent a more pleasant or 
more fruitful short period with any person in the 
whole of my existence. If as a result of our delibera- 
tions we have been able to clear up some of the 
woolly talk that went on about calf rearing, then I 
think we shall have performed a useful function. 

“ If there is any way in which the Group that I 
have the honour to represent here to-night can help 
your work, we shall be very happy so to do. It 
may well be that sometimes you will wish to criticise 
some of the proposals that are put forward through 
the Government, and no doubt if you wish to do 
that we can provide you with the opportunities. If 
you find the need for some Bill, you should remember 
that we may be able to influence Private Members 
who are successful in the ballot, even if you cannot 
get Government to help you promote the legislation 
that you feel is essential.” 








Terrington Report on Charollais Cattle* 


The Report of the Terrington Committee, which 
was set up to advise the Ministry on the usefulness, 
and the possible risk, of importing into this country 
bulls of the Charollais breed, was published on 
September 2nd, 1960. . We are indebted to a corre- 
spondent for the following review. 

The report begins with a summary of the proposals 
made from time to time by the Milk Marketing 
Board and others into the use of Charollais bulls 
to produce beef calves in dairy herds. The reasons 
for the interest in Charollais cattle are examined 
and the part which has been played in the past by 
imported stock in livestock breeding in this country 
is discussed. The structure of the national cattle 
herd is described; the principal types of cattle kept 
in dairy herds and their characteristics are mentioned, 
together with the reasons for the development of 
beef production in such herds over the last decade. 
The relationship between the value of production of 
milk and beef and the return from exports of live- 
stock are examined. 

The characteristics of the breeds of bulls most 
commonly employed for cross breeding with dairy 
cattle and those of the Charollais are described. 
Charollais cattle are the prinicpal beef breed in 
France; they are white or very light in colour, the 
horned head is proportionately short and small with 
a wide forehead and broad muzzle; the neck is short 
but the chest is deep, the loins are wide and thick, 


* Cmnd. No. 1140 obtainable from H.M.S.O., price 4s. 
Od. (by post 4s. 4d.). 


the hips are wide and the buttock is deep and well 
fleshed down to the hock. The legs are strong-bonea 
and fairly short, the weight of fully mature cows is 
14 to 16 cwt. and mature bulls weigh 20 to 23 cwt. 
a aes weight of pure-bred bull calves is about 
1 ; 

The main objecticns to the proposed importation 
of Charollais cattle are the fear of introduction of 
disease and the possible damage to the export trade 
in livestock. The precautions which would seem to 
be necessary if cattle are to be imported from France, 
particularly the need to prevent the introduction of 
foot-and-mouth disease and blue tongue, are 
examined. 

The requirements of the meat trade in Britain and 
the influence these have on cattle production, together 
with the needs and preferences of butchers and con- 
sumers, are considered in relation to the problems 
of beef production from the dairy herd. 

The possible risk of calving difficulty is discussed 
at length in the Report. The committee concluded 
that it had not been established to its satisfaction 
that calving difficulty would be excessive. It is con- 
sidered, however, that only a trial could assess the 
degree of the risk and the suitability of the bulls for 
cross breeding with dairy cattle. 

The committee suggest that yearling bulls should 
be selected and purchased by the Ministry and remain 
in their ownership. The proposed importation has 


(Concluded at foot of col. 1, page 761) 
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Conference on Hypomagnesaemia 


VICTORIA HALLS, SOUTHAMPTON ROW, LONDON, W.C.1. 
November 23rd and 24th, 1960 


The British Veterinary Association is at present engaged with plans for a conference on hypomagnesaemia, 
which is to take place at the Victoria Halls, Southampton Row, London, W.C.1, on November 23rd and 24th, 
1960. A detailed programme of the Conference is given below. 

There will be accommodation for 500 participants, and these will, it is hoped, include a proportion of workers 
from veterinary and allied fields of interest, in order to review in detail the subject of hypomagnesaemia, embracing 
the many aspects of research now being undertaken, as well as the variation in clinical disease which occurs in 
different parts of the country. 

Tickets for the conference will be available at two guineas each, and application should be made on the 
form included as a loose inset in this issue of THE VETERINARY RECORD, or to the B.V.A. direct. It is hoped that 
it will be possible to reserve accommodation for lunch on the two days of the Conference for those who would 
like it, provided sufficiently long notice is received. 


PROGRAMME 
First Day (Wednesday, November 23rd) 


Speaker : Approx. 
Time. 
OPENING REMARKS me - xan The Conference Chairman: (Sydney a 
M.R.C.V.S., President of the B.V.A.) ... 10.30 a.m. 
GENERAL INTRODUCTION _... Professor A. Robertson, M.A., PH.D.,  B.SC., 
(embracing history, economic importance M.R.C.V.S., F.R.LC., F.R.S.E. (Royal Dick School 
and a brief clinical picture) oe _ of Veterinary Studies, Edinburgh). ... ... 10.40 a.m. 


Basic SCIENCE OF MAGNESIUM METABOLISM Thomas Douglas, PH.D., B.SC., M.R.C.V.S. (Glasgow 
(a) The function of magnesium in mam- University Veterinary School) ... oe ... 11.0 a.m. 
malian physiology 


Opener : 
A. D. Care, M.A., PH.D. (Animal Health Trust) .... 11.15 a.m. 
(b) The absorption and excretion of mag- A. C. Field, M.v.sc., M.R.c.v.Ss. (Animal Diseases 
nesium in the ruminant ws oy Research Association, Moredun Institute, 
Edinburgh) a we ies ion .. 11.30 a.m 
Opener : 
J. A. F. Rook, pu.p. (National Institute for Re- 
search in Dairying) en pane ss .» 11.45 a.m. 
DISCUSSION... — ve side whe set acl wide as ied a ea ... 12 noon to 


1 p.m. 





GENERAL PAPER ON HYPOMAGNESAEMIC 
TETANY ... J. B. White, M.R.c.v.s. (Salisbury) ... on — eee. 
(to include precipitating factors and clini- 
cal manifestations) a iy 


Followed by short papers by the practi- J. C. MacKellar, B.Sc., M.R.C.V.S. (Tavistock) 
tioners shown (covering sheep and A. Nisbet, M.R.C.vV.S. (Haverfordwest) 


dealing with prevention and _treat- A. Steele-Bodger, M.A., B.SC., M.R.C.V.S. (Lichfield) 
ment) :— K. P. Anderson, B.SC., M.R.C.V.S. (Stirling) 
W. J. B. Robson, J.P., M.R.c.V.S. (Laurencekirk) ... 
J. P. Pickering, M.R.c.v.s. (Hexham) on ... 2.25 p.m. 
GENERAL PAPER ON SHEEP ena “a Professor J. S. S. Inglis, B.SC., M.R.C.V.S. ee 
University Veterinary School) mn we .. 3.30 p.m. 


DISCUSSION _... ie ioe er _ er a pi ree des iss wks ws «60 Pm. 
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Second Day (November 24th) 


FACTORS INFLUENCING THE INCIDENCE OF 
HYPOMAGNESAEMIA on 
(a) Soil-Plant-Animal Relationship (deal- 
ing also with the silage aspect) 


(b) The influence of Meteorological Con- 
ditions and fertiliser treatment on 
pasture in relation to hypomagne- 
saemia ... om a ia 


(c) Intake and utilisation of magnesium 
from herbage by lactating cows 
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A. Thomson, M.SC., M.S., F.R.I.c. (Durham Univer- 


761 





PREVENTION OF DISEASE 


sity School of Agriculture) 10.30 a.m. 
Opener : 
C. C. Balch, PH.D., B.sc., (National Institute for 
Research in Dairying) ee 
Professor M. L. ’t Hart (Landbouwhogeschoo, 
Wageningen, Netherlands) ‘ 10.55 a.m. 
Mr. Kemp cra cas Wageningen, 
Netherlands) re aie ie «ERED Ga 
Openers : 
(i) K. N. Burns, B.sc., M.R.C.Vv.S. (Central 
Veterinary Laboratory, Ministry of Agri- 
culture, Weybridge) ae = ss PELSS Git. 
(ii) C. R. W. Spedding, PH.D., M.sc., (Grassland 
Research Institute, Hurley) oss —- €h5Oam., 
(iii) Karen M. Wolton, M.sc., (Levington Re- 
search Station, North Tawton, Devon) 12.5 p.m. 
Ruth Allcroft, 0.B.£., PH.D. (Central Veterinary 
Laboratory, Ministry of Agriculture, Weybridge) 2.0 p.m. 
2.15 p.m. 


DISCUSSION 


SUMMING-UP 


S. L. Hignett, B.sc., 


M.R.C.V.S. (Senior Vice- 


President, B.V.A.) 











Terrington Report on Charollais Cattle.—Concluded. 


become so controversial that the disadvantages of 
Ministry ownership must be accepted in order to be 
able to give absolute assurances, particularly in 
overseas countries, about the health and use of the 
bulls. Similarly, if for any reason it becomes desir- 
able or necessary to slaughter the bulls, the matter 
will be entirely at the discretion of the Ministers. 

The method of conducting the trial is fully dis- 
cussed in the Report. The committee were concerned 
about the size and cost, together with the possibly 
inconclusive nature of the results, and in their view 
the trial which might give the most satisfactory 
answers would consist of a fairly extensive experi- 
mental use of Charollais bulls in commercial herds 
with the co-operation of artificial insemination 
centres, owners of herds, and the meat trade. They 
suggest that alongside the commercial trial it could 
be advantageous to establish the food conversion 
factor of representative cross-bred animals from 
Ayrshire cows. 

The Appendix includes several tables which give 
much useful information and are worth while 
examining by all those interested in the subject. 


METROPOLITAN POLICE FEES FOR 
VETERINARY ATTENDANCE ON STREET 
CASUALTIES IN THE LONDON AREA 

We have been informed by representatives of the 
Metropolitan Police that the fees outlined on page 
152 of the SUPPLEMENT to THE VETERINARY RECORD, 
dated Saturday, August 27th, become operative as 
from Monday, September 19th, 1960. 


CAR BADGES 
It is regretted that despite much pressure upon 
the makers, the Association has,not yet been able 
to secure delivery of the B.V.A. car badges. There 
is every reason to hope, however, that these will 
be available on or about September 17th. 


APPOINTMENT OF NEW COUNTY ADVISORY 
OFFICER FOR SOMERSET 
Mr. J. Gibbons, M.Sc., has been selected as 
National Agricultural Advisory Service County 
Advisory Officer for Somerset, in succession to Mr. 
J. W. Dallas, M.sc., who retired on August 31st, 1960. 
Mr. Gibbons is at present County Advisory Officer 
for Yorkshire (West Riding). 
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News and Comment 





At the University Reception, held in the grounds of Glasgow 
Veterinary Hospital, Sir Hector Hetherington, Principal 
of the University, welcomed the guests in a closed-circuit 
television broadcast. After tea, parties were shown round 
the hospital where, as readers know, clinical and scientific 
work of major importance has been and is being carried out. 


LIVER FLUKE DISEASE : PROSPECTS FOR THE 
WINTER 


The Ministry of Agriculture has issued the follow- 
ing statement to the farming Press: — 

“The weather over much of England and Wales 
during April, May and June was very dry giving 
promise of another fluke-free year. Since July, how- 
ever, there has been a marked change in the weather 
and a continuance of this wet weather during Septem- 
ber and October is likely to produce some disease this 
winter. Fortunately, the onset of conditions favour- 
able for the development of the fluke has come too 
late to give rise to severe outbreaks of disease such 
as were experienced in the winter of 1958/59. The 
indications are that the season will be an average 
one, with stock in flukey areas acquiring a little 
infection. Occasional losses in sheep can be expected 
on farms where the disease is known to be a problem. 
Losses may be slightly heavier in flukey areas in 
South and Mid Wales and in midland counties east 
of the Bristol Channel because conditions here have 
been somewhat more favourable for the development 
of the fluke. 

“In these areas, the fluke infection is expected 
to pass from the snail to the herbage in the last fort- 
night of September; in other areas infection of the 
herbage is not likely to occur until October. Flukey 
fields should not be grazed after these times, and 
stock should be kept out of such fields during 


November and December, also in January where 
this is possible. 

“It is well known that treatment of sheep with 
the standard dose of either carbon tetrachloride or 
hexachloroethane dose not kill flukes which have 
been living in such sheep for less than 12 weeks. 
Since infection of the herbage this year is unlikely 
to occur before September, farmers are advised to 
dose their sheep in December and in January where 
the onset of the lambing season makes this possible. 
Dosing during these months will greatly benefit all 
stock. 

“ Replacement ewes bought during autumn whose 
history is not known should be dosed as soon as 
possible, and cattle at risk in late autumn and winter 
will benefit from treatment with hexachloroethane 
in January. 

“More Black Disease is expected this year than 
last, and ewes on farms where the disease has 
occurred should be vaccinated during the autumn 
in order to prevent any recurrence of the disease 
which may arise even under conditions of very low 
fluke infestation. 

“ For further advice farmers are advised to consult 
their veterinary surgeons.” 


THE ANIMAL HEALTH TRUST EDUCATIONAL 
AWARDS 
The following Animal Health Trust Educational 
Awards for 1960/61 have been announced :— 


Wellcome Fellowships 

R. B. Taylor, B.SC., B.V.SC., M.R.C.V.S., of the Uni- 
versity of Liverpool, to undertake research into 
tolerance and the development of immunity in ani- 
mals at the Department of Zoology, Cambridge. 

I. J. F. Stobo, B.sc., of Edinburgh University, to 
study problems of the early weaned calf, with par- 
ticular reference to nutrition and the development 
of the digestive organs, at the National Institute for 
Research in Dairying, Shinfield, Reading. 

Research Training Scholarships 

R.A.S.E. Research Training Scholarship—R. M. 
Connan, ».R.C.V.S., of the Royal Veterinary College, 
to study general pathology at the Department of 
Animal Pathology, Cambridge. 

A. D. Allen Memorial Scholarship—G. W. 
Osbaldiston, B.V.SC., M.R.C.V.S., of the University of 
Queensland, to study animal nutrition and general 
husbandry at Cambridge. 

W. N. M. Foster, M.A., PH.D., of Edinburgh Uni- 
versity, to undertake research into the problem of 
“ quidding ” in Border Leicester sheep and to com- 
plete his veterinary degree at the Royal (Dick) School 
of Veterinary Studies, Edinburgh. 

R. M. Griffin, M.R.C.V.S., B.VET.MED., of the Federal 
Department of Veterinary Research, N. Nigeria, to 
continue investigations into contagious bovine pleuro- 
pneumonia and to attend the course for the Diploma 
of Bacteriology at the London School of Hygiene 
and Tropical Medicine. 

I. F. H. Purchase, B.v.sc., M.R.C.V.S., of the Uni- 
versity of Pretoria, for work in the field of animal 
anaesthesia at Cambridge. 
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CONSTRUCTION STANDARDS FOR EXISTING 
SLAUGHTERHOUSES : FURTHER DISTRICTS 
TO WHICH REGULATIONS APPLY 

On October Ist, 1960, new construction regulations 
come into force for existing slaughterhouses in the 
following 26 local authority areas: The County 
Boroughs of Nottingham, Plymouth, Sheffield and 
West Hartlepool; the Metropolitan Boroughs of 
Islington and Woolwich; the Boroughs of Brecon, 
Marlborough and Poole; the Urban Districts of 
Biddulph, Blackrod, Farnham, Felixstowe, Feltham, 
Hornchurch, Nantwich, Petersfield, Skipton, Staines 
and Walton and Weybridge; the Rural Districts of 
Chard, Congleton, Huntingdon, Lancaster, Louth 
and Ware. The regulations already apply to new 
slaughterhouses. 

The Slaughterhouse (Hygiene) Regulations, 1958, 
and the Slaughter of Animals (Prevention of Cruelty) 
Regulations, 1958, partially came in operation on 
January Ist, 1959, under the Government’s policy 
of raising the standard of hygiene and treatment of 
animals in slaughterhouses. 


AFRICAN HORSE SICKNESS IN THE 
NEAR EAST AND INDIA 
An emergency allocation of $107,000 has been 
made by the Food and Agriculture Organisation to 
combat outbreaks of African horse sickness which 
are spreading through parts of the Near East and 
India. The use of contingency funds has been 
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authorised by the U.N. Technical Assistance Board, 
and this will enable the Organisation to help countries 
like Turkey, India and Pakistan to start producing 
their own supplies of vaccine, as has already been 
done in the case of Iran. 

The ravages of the disease are appalling. Along 
the Euphrates the scene is described like that of a 
battlefield, with hundreds of dead animals floating 
down the river and constituting a dilficult hygiene 
problem. 

Some emergency requests for vaccine are being 
met, but hundreds of thousands of doses will be 
needed before the situation can be considered as 
having been brought under control. Dr. N. R. Reid, 
an FAO veterinarian, said that the allocation fol- 
lowed a meeting of veterinary officials last month in 
Beirut, Lebanon, where reports of animal losses and 
the severity of the epidemic in the various countries 
were discussed. On the basis of the discussions, he 
said, it was apparent that deaths of horses, mules 
and donkeys would total some three times the 44,500 
officially recorded; direct losses should be assessed 
in the region of $5 million while indirect losses to 
agriculture were incalculable. When a_ peasant 
farmer had lost his one horse or mule he had lost 
his entire means of cultivation. 

In many of the countries afflicted, police and 
security forces depend upon horses, and in some of 
them the valuable Arab stud stock is threatened. 
There is, in addition, a very real danger that the 





it is not often that a newly-elected President of the B.V.A. is seen professionally in action. Here Mr. Sydney Jennings 
(centre), assisted by a colleague, is seen giving a surgical demonstration on closed-circuit television. 
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horse sickness could sweep into Eastern Europe and 
the Mediterranean countries. The disease is spread 
by biting insects, the one usually incriminated being 
the night-flying Culiocides or midge. High winds 
may help to carry the vector along, and aircraft, 
motor vehicles and even ships may unwittingly play 
a part. The nomad and his herds also seem to be 
an obvious connecting link in the present outbreaks. 





The cruise by steamer to the Kyles of Bute was immensely 

enjoyable to a large number of delegates, their wives and 

friends. Here the President and Mrs. Hignett are being 
piped aboard R.M.S. “ Queen Mary.” 


MR. T. W. WOODHEAD 
H.M.M.D. of Wolverhampton writes: 

“It was with feelings of deep regret that his many 
friends learned of Tom Woodhead’s sudden death 
at his home in Upton Heath, Chester, last month, 
after only 3 years of retirement. 

“ Having joined the Duke of Lancaster’s Yeomanry 
as a territorial in 1910, Tom was called up on the 
outbreak of the First World War and transferred a 


year later to Sth Battalion Kings Own Scottish 
Borderers, with which regiment he fought in the 
Gallipoli campaign. He was awarded the M.C. on 
November 30th, 1917, for conspicuous bravery in 
France. 

“On the cessation of hostilities Captain Wood- 
head was posted to the Army Remount Depot at 
Swaythling, Southants, where he remained until 
released to commence his studies at Liverpool Vet- 
erinary College in 1920. 

“ After gaining experience in general practice he 
joined the veterinary staff of the Ministry of Agri- 
culture and Fisheries in 1925 and became one of the 
“Old Guard” or “Shock Troops” called out to 
man the emergency centres so often set up in the late 
20’s and early 30’s to deal with foot-and-mouth 
disease and sheep scab. It was always a pleasure to 
find Tom at one of these Centres as his irrepressible 
humour and hearty laugh were a great tonic in trying 
times. 

“When the Ministry’s Veterinary Service was 
reorganised in 1938 he was appointed Divisional 
Inspector for Westmorland and one year later became 
the Divisional Officer in charge of the Imported 
Animals Landing Place at Woodside (and Wallasey), 
Birkenhead. This responsible position became even 
more complicated and onerous during the last war 
when the veterinary officers also acted as Port Fat- 
stock Agents for the Ministry of Food. To all his 
duties Tom applied himself with untiring energy and 
enthusiasm, in the methodical and painstaking 
manner which was typical of him. Everything he 
did in his professional and private life—from his 
copperplate handwriting to his lovely garden—was 
evidence of a neat and organised mind. Being a 
most attractive personality and an amusing raconteur 
it was always great fun listening to Tom’s descriptions 
of incidents and people. By his death we have lost 
a loyal colleague and a true friend. 

“The deepest sympathy of all his friends will be 
extended to his widow and daughter in their great 
loss.” 


R.C.V.S. OBITUARY 


We record with regret the deaths of the following 
members of the profession : — 


BAGSHAW, Thomas Vincent, T.D., Leighton House. 
Uttoxeter, Staffs.. Major R.A.V.C. (T.A.) (Retd.) 
Graduated December 17th, 1906, at the Royal (Dick) 
Veterinary College, Edinburgh. Died August 3lst, 
1960, aged 78 years. 

McTurk, Alexander, of Kerfield, Kelso, Rox- 


burgh. Graduated Edinburgh, May 24th, 1906; died 
suddenly August 12th, 1960. 


PERSONAI 
Mr. G. S. Reid-Chalmers has been appointed Divi- 


sional Veterinary Officer for Worcestershire in suc- 
cession to the late Mr. Walter Scott. 











3.) 


hy) 








THE VETERINARY REcoRD September 10th, 1960 


Engagements 


CROCKETT—CRAIGIE.—The engagement is an- 
nounced between Malcolm Ross Crockett and 
Elisabeth Cynthia Craigie, B.V.M.S., M.R.C.V.S., both 
resident in Kampala, Uganda. 


REX—FRANKLIN.—The engagement is announced 
between Michael Albert Edward Rex, M.A., VET.M.B., 
M.R.C.V.S., Only son of Mr. and Mrs. A. Rex of 42, 
Grove Road, Halton, Leeds, 15, and Jennifer Jane 
Franklin, youngest daughter of Mr. and Mrs. C. G. 
Franklin of 3, Dudley Street, Grimsby. 


Birth 


Simons.—On September 3rd, 1960, to Kathleen 
(née Hyde), M.R.c.V.S., and Michael Simons, 
M.R.C.V.S., Parkside, Clive Road, Twickenham, 
Middlesex, a daughter (Louise Angela Miriam), 
sister to Susan. 


COMING EVENTS 


September 


14th (Wed.). Yorkshire Division: one-day Poultry 
Course at the Yorkshire Institute of Agriculture, 
Askham Bryan, York, 10.30 a.m. 


1Sth (Thurs.). Meeting of the Supplementary Vet- 
erinary Register Division at 7, Mansfield Street, 
Portland Place, London, W.1, 2.30 p.m. 


2Ist (Wed.). Joint Meeting of the North Wales 
Division with local Branches of the British Medical 
Association for a Symposium on Brucellosis at 
the Imperial Hotel, Llandudno, 2 p.m. 
General Meeting of the Society of Practising Vet- 
erinary Surgeons at the Victoria and Station Hotel, 
Preston, Lancs., 8 p.m. 

23rd (Fri.). First Meeting of the B.S.A.V.A. branch 
at the Golden Lion Hotel, Stirling, 6.30 p.m. 

26th (Mon.). Meeting of the Yorkshire Division at 
the Talbot Hotel, Malton, 8 p.m. 

28th (Wed.). Meeting of the B.S.A.V.A. North East 
Region at the Queen’s Hotel, Leeds, 1, 8 p.m. 
Meeting of the South-East Midlands Veterinary 
Association at Franklins Gardens Hotel, North- 
ampton, 7.30 p.m. 

29th (Thurs.). Open Day at the School of Veterinary 
Medicine, Madingley Road, Cambridge, 2 to 5 p.m. 


October 

Sth (Wed.). Meeting of the R.A.V.C. Division at the 
Equine Research Station, Balaton Lodge, New- 
market, 11 a.m. 

6th (Thurs.). Meeting of the Technical Development 
Committee of the B.V.A. at 7, Mansfield Street, 
Portland Place, London, W.1, 10.30 a.m. 

[Sth (Sat.). Meeting of the B.S.A.V.A. North West 
Region at the Bull and Royal Hotel, Preston, 
8 p.m. 
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18th (Tues.). Dinner-Dance of the Mid-West Veter- 
inary Association at the Berkeley Café, Clifton, 
Bristol. 

27th (Thurs.). Meeting of the Society for the Study 
of Animal Breeding at the Society’s House, l, 
Wimpole Street, London, W.1, 11.30 a.m. 


ADDRESSES OF DISEASE INFECTED PREMISES 


The list given below indicates, first the county in which 
are situated the premises on which disease has been con- 
firmed, followed by the postal address and date of outbreak. 


Anthrax 
Lancs. Penketh Hall Farm, Hall Nook, Penketh, Warring- 
ton (Aug. 30). 
Staffs. Adbaston Hall Farm, Adbaston, Stafford (Aug. 
31). 


Foot-and-Mouth Disease 
Lincs. Fieldsends Farm, Huttoft, Alford; Jolly Common 
Farm, Huttoft, Alford (Sept. 5). 


Fowl Pest 

Essex. Coddenham Hall, Boxford, Colchester (Aug. 30); 
Bretts Green Hall, Sandon, Chelmsford (Sept. 1). 

Middlesex. Dudsett Farm, Dudsett Lane, Cranford, 
Hounslow (Sept. 1). 

Warwicks. Park Farm, Studley (Aug. 31); Shakespeares 
Farm, Studley (Sept. 2); Toms Town, Studley (Sept. 4); 
Pathway Farm, Studley (Sept. 5). 

Worcs. Church Hill Farm, Beoley, Redditch (Sept. 3). 

Yorks. Bolton Pit Allotments, Eccleshill, Bradford (Aug. 
31); Bolton Tip Allotments, Bradford (Sept. 2). 


Swine Fever 

Ches. Hough Lane Farm, Cogshall, Northwich (Aug. 31). 

Denbigh. Vaenol, Gellifor, Ruthin (Sept. 5). 

Devon. Winkleigh Piggeries, Winkleigh (Aug. 30). 

Dorset. Stalbridge Park, Stalbridge, Sturminster, Newton 
(Aug. 31). 

Essex. Cuckoo Farm, Boxted Road, Mile End, Colchester 
(Aug. 31). 

Flints. Garreg Lydan, Bagillt (Aug. 30); Twmpath 
Cottage, Rhydymwyn, Mold (Aug. 31). 

Glos. Lintridge Farm, Dymock (Aug. 31). 

Hereford. Lower House Farm, Topsely (Aug. 31); Little 
Heath, Ledbury (Sept. 5). 

Herts. Vernons Farm, Henham, Bishops Stortford (Aug. 


Lancs. Crantum East Farm, New Cut Lane, Halsall, 
Ormskirk (Aug. 29); Stafford House, 12, Upholland Moss, 
Upholland, Wigan (Aug. 30). 

Leics. Poplars Farm, Dadlington, Hinckley (Sept. 1); 
Poplars Farm, Green Lane, Countesthorpe (Sept. 5). 

Lincs. Rose Cottage, Torksey (Aug. 29); The Farm, 
I egbourne, Louth (Sept. 2). 

Middlesex. Manor Farm, Cowley, Uxbridge (Aug. 29); 
The Acreage, Horton Road, Stanwell Moor, Staines (Sept. 


2). 

Northants. Alley Farm, Park Road, Lowick, Kettering 
(Aug. 26). 

Rutland. Woolfox Piggeries, Tickencote (Aug. 26). 

Salop. The All Labour in Vain, Horsehay, Wellington 
(Sept. 5). 

Suffolk. Yelloly Place, Ringsfield Hall Road, Barsham, 
Beccles (Aug. 29). 

Surrey. Little Farleigh Green, Farleigh, Warlingham 
(Aug. 30); Brentmore Road Nursery, West End, Woking 
(Aug. 31). 

Yorks. Cackleshaw Farm, Syke Lane, Oakworth, Keigh- 
ley; Piggeries, Old Manor Farm, Bramhope, Leeds (Aug. 
26); Parkhouse, Burton Leonard, Harrogate (Aug. 30); The 
Hawthorns, Little Fenton, South Milford (Sept. 1); Water- 
mill, Tollerton (Sept. 5). 
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Letters to the Editor 


The views expressed in letters addressed tv the Editor represent th 
personal opinions of the writer only and their pubi cation does not 
imply endorsement by the B.V.A. 


SCIENTIFIC 
Isolation of a Mycoplasma-like Organism from an 
Outbreak of Bovine Mastitis 

Sir,—An organism which has the cultural charac- 
ters of the pleuropneumonia group (Mycoplasma) 
has been isolated from an outbreak of bovine mastitis 
after passaging material from clinical cases in bovine 
udders. The outbreak was investigated originally 
by Mr. F. A. Edgson and Mrs. D. Howell, and was 
reported briefly in the Reports of the Animal Health 
Services, 1956 (p. 39) and 1957 (p. 46). Most of the 
cows in the herd were affected within a few months. 
The mastitis was characterised by a painless swell- 
ing of the quarter, a secretion with a sediment of fine 
clots, and a marked drop in milk yield. 

The organisms can be seen in films of secretion 
stained with methylene blue without defatting. They 
are resistant to penicillin but sensitive to chlortetra- 
cycline. 

A full account of the outbreak and the subsequent 
work which has resulted in the identification of the 
causal organism will be published in due course. 

We are indebted to Dr. D. G. ff. Edward and Dr. 
R. H. Leach for supplying the culture medium on 
which the organism was isolated. 

Yours faithfully, 
IAN DAVIDSON, 
P. STUART. 
Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, 
Central Veterinary Laboratory, 
New Haw, Weybridge. Surrey. 
September Sth, 1960. 


Simultaneous Vaccination of Sheep Against Pulpy 
Kidney Disease, Braxy, Blackleg and Tetanus 

Sir,—There has, of recent years, been an increasing 
interest in the use of multiple antigens for the simul- 
taneous immunisation of sheep against various 
clostridial infections. For example, vaccines offering 
protection against Clostridium welchii types C and 
D enterotoxaemia are now in general use in the 
appropriate areas, as are vaccines offering protection 
against Cl. welchii type D enterotoxaemia (pulpy 
kidney disease), Cl. chauvoei (blackleg) and Cl. 
septicum (braxy). 

The use of purified toxoids for the prevention of 
both Cl. welchii type D enterotoxaemia and tetanus 
in sheep has already been described (Hepple, Chod- 
nik & Price, 1959; Chodnik, Watson & Hepple, 1959; 
Chodnik, Jull & Addison, 1960). 

We wished to know whether techniques similar to 
those already in use for the purification and concen- 
tration of C/. welchii types C and D and Cl. tetani 
toxoids could be so modified as to allow us to com- 
bine the purified toxoids of Cl. welchii type D. Cl. 
tetani and Cl. septicum with a purified culture of 
Cl. chauvoei. 

Purified Cl. septicum toxoid and Cl. chauvoei 
culture were adsorbed separately on to aluminium 
hydroxide and blended with adsorbed purified C/. 
welchii type D and Cl. tetani toxoids, so that a 2 ml. 
amount of the final preparation contained the same 


amounts of Cl. welchii type D and Cl. tetani antigen 
as are present in Pulpy Kidney/Tetanus Vaccine. 
Trials on laboratory animals gave satisfactory 
responses to all 4 antigens, but indicated the need 
that the interval between injections had to be not 
less than 4 weeks, and preferably 6, to secure ade- 
quate response to all antigens. 

Further trials were carried out on sheep born and 
reared in isolation at our Experimental Farm. Pre- 
injection examination of these animals showed them 
to be lacking detectable amounts of antibodies to C/. 
welchii «, Cl. tetani and Cl. septicum toxins. Com- 
panion sheep showed a ready susceptibility to direct 
challenge with Cl. chauvoei spores. 

Seven sheep were injected twice at an interval of 
4 weeks with 2-ml. amounts of the preparation and 
a second group of 7 sheep twice at an interval of 
6 weeks, also with 2-ml. amounts. In order to 
measure the immunity produced by the blackleg 
component of the vaccine, 4 sheep (2 from each 
group) were challenged, 3 weeks after their first 
injection of the preparation, with Cl. chauvoei spores, 
the challenge containing 100 to 1,000 times the num- 
ber of spores that killed unvaccinated control sheep 
with typical blackleg in 24 to 48 hours. All 4 sur- 
vived. For antitoxin estimations, blood samples 
were taken before the first injection and at fortnightly 
intervals thereafter. Average responses were as 
shown in the table, as units of antitoxin per ml. 
serum. 

















TABLE 
Two 
Before Before weeks 
Group Antitoxin Ist 2nd _—s after 2nd 
injection injection injection 
4 weeks between Cl. welchiie  <0-04 0-26 2-91 
injections Cl. tetani <0-02 0-14 4:14 
Cl. septicum 0-4 0-19 2°46 
6 weeks between Cl. welchiie <0-04 0-23 9-85 
injections Cl. tetani <0-02 0-24 11-71 
Cl. septicum <0-4 0-16 4:28 








Further work is in progress, and it is intended, 
in due course, to submit for publication a fuller 
report of this investigation. Meanwhile, however, 
we consider it safe and practicable to use a prepara- 
tion of the composition described to promote simul- 
taneously immunity against all four diseases in both 
ewes and their lambs. 


Glaxo Laboratories Ltd.. Yours faithfully, 


Greenford. J. R. HEPPLE. 
A. R. A. WATSON, 
Glaxo Laboratories (N.Z.) Ltd.. D. J. JULL. 
Palmerston North, 
New Zealand. 
August 22nd, 1960. 
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